warrior-spirit (Meissner 1934a: 3-4; Donat 1938a: 34; Hammitzsch 1942: 632; Haushofer 1942b: 62) .
This chapter introduces select aspects of Japanese history, philosophy, and society that Nazi supporters and German Japanologists looked to for military inspiration and held up as objects of fascination. Focusing on Germany in the 1930s and 1940s, this analysis explores the core of Nazi ideology and thought in an effort to understand the thinking of some of its most prominent leaders with special reference to their image(s) of Japan. At the center of this investigation is the question of how Nazi leaders and German Japanologists viewed Japan, which was at once Germany's most promising ally and possibly its most frightening foe?
Bushido, Yamato damashii, and the Ideology of the Honorable Death
There was great admiration in Germany for the Japanese tradition of bushidothe "way of the samurai"-that emphasized honor, loyalty, and the sacrifice in death to a cause. And this admiration peaked in the wartime years (See Strunk 1934: 204; Donat 1938a: 111, 130; Schirach 1938: 6; Johann 1941: 441; Klingenberg 1941: 36-38; Eberhard 1942: 8; Schwind 1942: 18; Mossdorf 1943a: 97; and Heuvers 1939) . During the early Hitler regime, a pro-Japanese attitude coexisted alongside an anti-Asian rhetoric of the "Yellow Peril" (Krebs 2008: 245-46) . After the Anti-Comintern Pact of 1936, anti-Japanese rhetoric was censored and gave way to more positive descriptions of the Japanese.
Publications from the 1930s describe bushido as a religion or divine service (Strunk 1934: 14; Strunk 1938: 255) . In this sense, it was occasionally compared to the spirit and ethics of the Nazi's paramilitary units, the SA (Sturmabteilung) and SS (Schutzstaffel), and the virtues of the Roman Empire, the "soul" of Fascist Italy (Herzog 1938: 17) . SS Reichsführer, Heinrich Himmler (1900 -1945 , wrote in a foreword to a book on the samurai that "Since ancient times the Japanese had retained the same laws of honor as the Germans, whose knights of the medieval world were similar to their Japanese counterparts" (Himmler 1937: 3; see also Heintze 1938: 469) . On occasion the samurai were seen as an "order like the European crusaders" (Urach 1942a: 18) and were considered a model for the SS Himmler was attempting to establish (Ackermann 1970: 66; Ackermann 1989: 127; Kaufmann 2010: 645) . The Japanese soldier was considered the "toughest fighter in the world;" he was glorified for tenacity, a willingness to sacrifice his life, an uncompromising code of honor, obedience, and the religious nature of his warfare.
